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INFORMATION 

www.gall iera.paris.fr  

 

ADMISSION 
 

Palais Galliera  

Full rate 8 € / Concessions 6 € /  

Ages 14-26 4 € / Free for under-14s 

Musée d’Art moderne de la Ville de Paris 

Admission to the Matisse Room is free 

 

©  Patrick Demarchelier 

The Palais Galliera is honouring Azzedine Alaïa with its opening exhibition. This first Paris retrospective, 

presented in the Palais's newly renovated galleries and in the Matisse Room at the Musée d’Art moderne de la 

Ville de Paris, comprises a selection of seventy iconic models retracing a unique creative career. 

 

Alaïa's formative years were intimately linked to the clients who fell under the spell of his made-to-measure 

garments, among them such legendary figures as Louise de Vilmorin, Arletty and Greta Garbo. Encouraged by 

his friend Thierry Mugler, he presented his first signature collection in 1979, already adopting an approach to 

leather that rendered it more fragile and more sensual. His draping of bodies with jersey and stretch fabrics is an 

allusion to his sculpture studies at art school in Tunis: 'When I'm working on a garment, it has to flow over the 

body, in profile and in back view.' Zips make their way around the dresses, eyelets pierce the coats, stitching 

accentuates the curves of the suits. Alaïa fashioned a new body, like a sculptor working with muslin and leather. 

He was, too, one of the rare couturiers to master every step in the making of a garment: drawing a pattern, 

transferring directly onto the cloth the forms and volumes he saw in his mind's eye, then cutting and sewing the 

fabric as he bends it to his will. 

  

Inventing new shapes out of simple interplay between complex stitchings, Alaïa became the creator of a timeless 

body of work. His influence on today's fashion is fundamental. An indefatigable worker and a sublime shaper of 

his own persona, he continues to go his own way, preferring 'garments that last' to those that vanish with the 

season. An insatiable lover of the opposite sex, he likes to say, 'I make clothes, women make fashion.' The 

models and women friends he has brought to the world – among others Naomi Campbell, Stephanie Seymour, 

Linda Spierings, Linda Evangelista, Veronica Webb and Yasmin Le Bon – are also his most faithful admirers. 

 

In 1985, he won two Fashion Oscars in Paris and was fêted at the CAPC Museum of Contemporary Art                

in Bordeaux with Dan Flavin’s sculptures. Still in 1985, Jean Paul Goude was the artistic director for his NYC 

Palladium show. In 1996, a solo exhibition at the Palazzo Corsini in Florence was followed by one with Julian 

Schnabel’s paintings at the Biennale della Moda. 1998 saw his first retrospective at the Groninger Museum          

in Holland, where his models were displayed side by side with works by Pablo Picasso, Jean-Michel Basquiat, 

Anselm Kiefer, Christophe von Weyhe… In 2000, his work was exhibited alongside paintings by Andy Warhol. 
 

At the Palais Galliera – where Warhol had his first Paris exhibition – Alaïa's remarkable dresses are on display in 

a scenography by designer Martin Szekely. In the Matisse Room at the Musée d’Art moderne de la Ville de Paris, 

they continue the dialogue with art so dear to their creator's heart. 
 

 

PALAIS GALLIERA  
MUSÉE DE LA MODE DE LA VILLE DE PARIS 
 

10 Avenue Pierre Ier de Serbie, Paris 16e 

01 56 52 86 00 
 

Open Tuesday to Sunday, 10 am – 6 pm, 

except public holidays 

Late night opening: Thursday until 9 pm 

 

MEDIA RELATIONS 
 

Palais Galliera 

Anne de Nesle 

01 56 52 86 08 

presse.galliera@paris.fr 
 

 
Maison Alaïa 

Sylvie Grumbach, 2e Bureau 

01 42 33 93 18 

alaia@2e-bureau.com 

 

 

CATALOGUE 
 

Alaïa by Olivier Saillard,  

Editions Paris Musées 

Price : 34 € 

CURATOR 
 
 

Olivier Saillard, director,  

Palais Galliera 

 
SCENOGRAPHY 
 

 

Martin Szekely, designer  
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